
THE NORMAL SPOKE
The weekly newsletter of the only Normal Rotary Club in the world
Chartered June 17, 1949
RI No. 3282 District No. 6490

NOVEMBER 30, 2022
Volume No. 74 Issue 21

Reporter: Art Drake Editor: Larissa McIlvain Photographer: Fred Hahn

President Ryan Fleming convened the Nov. 30, 2022, meeting of the Normal Rotary Club at the ISU
Alumni Center. Ray Ropp gave the invocation.

Announcements:
● Ryan announced that the District has approved a $2,000 grant to be used for a $29,000 project

at the clinic in Lamu.
● Poinsettias will arrive at 7:30 a.m. Friday at the Chateau. We will need help unloading and

delivering. Pickup time will be 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, and more help will be needed. As usual,
our top seller was Alan Chapman, who racked up the following stats: In 89 orders, he sold 406
plants, totaling $7,700 in sales. He also took in $600 in donations. He offered his poinsettias to
his extensive e-mail contact list, and his customers took advantage of his offer to pay him via
Venmo.

● Our Dec. 7 meeting will be held at the YMCA near OSF St. Joseph Hospital. Use the main
entrance.

● Dayna Brown-Nielsen needs to hear from you immediately if you plan to attend our club’s
holiday party Dec. 13 at Biaggi’s. We’ll exchange white elephant gifts. Dayna will send out an
e-mail, outlining the rules.

● Ryan said the Dec. 14 meeting will be club business, and a board meeting will follow.
● Elleke Mesdag took note of the boots on our tables. The boots were there to collect funds for

Coats for Kids. So far, we’ve spent $3,600 on coats, but coats are much more expensive than
they have been, according to Normal Rotary Foundation treasurer Miranda Johns-Cummings.
You can send your tax-deductible donations to: Normal Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box 333,
Normal, IL 61761.

● Greg Anvick thanked Elleke for providing table decorations for the Veterans Day One on One
event.

● Surinder Sethi reminded us of a Friendship Exchange with District 3040 in India. Contact him if
you’re interested in going. Gordon Bidner vouches for the fact that a trip to India with Surinder
is an unforgettable experience.



● David Taylor announced that the club is seeking ideas for club service projects, particularly
projects with a local focus. The board will review any suggestions and put them before the full
membership in early 2023.

Guests: Paul Anderson from Sunset Rotary, Scott Miller from WJBC (our speaker), Andrea Acevedo
from Ponce, Puerto Rico. She is currently a student studying at the Savannah College of Art and
Design in Savannah, Ga., guest of Becky Goeckner.

Guest Andrea Acevedo Mystery Host Gene Gudeman
and Alan Chapman

Becky Goeckner

Mystery Host: Gene Gudeman presented the $2 to Alan Chapman in honor of his stellar poinsettia
sales.

Birthdays: We sang to Gordon Bidner, Dayna Brown-Nielsen and Andy Copenhaver. Birthday kids were
asked to say a few words about themselves. Gordon said that with a wife, three sons and seven
grandkids, he keeps busy. Andy said he went to New York City to watch his daughter march in the
Macy’s Parade. And Dayna revealed that she has two certified birth certificates, each showing a
different birthdate. Dayna was about 12 years old when she found out that her birthday was different
from what she thought it was. Her parents fibbed about her DOB to get her into kindergarten early.
(I’m confused. Does this make Dayna her own twin?)

Lottery: Becky Goeckner won the small prize of $24, but drew the wrong card and missed out on the
grand, humongous, stellar, breathtaking and extra-spiffy prize of $926, which will deserve even more
adjectives next week.



Judge: Bruce Bergethon was cheated out of his rightful minutes at the podium in order to save time
for our speaker. Still Bruce managed to applaud Gordon Bidner for appearing in news photos with his
Rotary pin in plain view. Bruce went on to fine all members who neglected to wear their pins to the
meeting.

Birthday boy Gordon Bidner Birthday boy Andy Copenhaver Birthday girl Dayna
Brown-Nielsen

Program: Our speaker was Scott Miller, morning host at WJBC for four years. Scott is a native of the
Chicago suburbs. He fell in love with the radio business as a kid when his favorite radio personality let
him read the weather on the air.

Scott attended SIU in Carbondale and worked a variety of radio
jobs, getting hired, getting fired, quitting and suffering through
long periods of unemployment – a typical career for radio
personalities. Notably, he was involved in the launch of Oprah
Winfrey’s radio channel. He worked there for five years before
the good pay and the catered breakfasts, lunches and dinners
became too much for him and he set out for a better job.

Eventually, he was hired at WJBC as an afternoon host. He was
told that his top priority was to get involved in the community.
Scott said he has never seen a radio station like WJBC, which
broadcasts to serve the McLean County area.
Bloomington-Normal is a supportive, giving community. He has



been invited to many events and met many amazing people, making this job the most rewarding of
the many jobs he’s had.

And if some of Scott’s listeners would prefer that he didn’t yell into the microphone so much, that’s
just his true personality coming through your radio.

Thought for the Day: “Radio…that wonderful invention by which I can reach millions of people…who
fortunately can’t reach me.” -Milton Berle
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Friendship Exchange with India 
By Surinder Sethi 
 
Chair, Friendship Exchange Committee 
 
Rotary District 6490 is sponsoring a Friendship Exchange with District 3040, India in January 
2023. In the past, I led the Group Study Exchange to India in 2001-2002 and also led Friendship 
Exchanges in 2004 & 2009.  We also had Exchanges between us and Rotary Club of Lugoj (R I 
District 2241), Romania in 2015 and Sao Carlos, Brazil in 2006.  Now, we are planning to have 
another exchange in January 2023 with District 3040. 
 
What is Friendship Exchange? 
Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program for Rotary members, families and 
friends that allows participants to take turns hosting one another in their homes and clubs. 
Participants may travel as individuals, couples, families, or groups, and may be Rotary members 
or not. Rotary’s most powerful tool for building peace in the world is the Rotary Friendship 
Exchange. 
 
Why Friendship Exchange with D3040 
Our District has sponsored a number of humanitarian projects since 1998 by way of Matching / 
Global Grants. The completed projects have helped low-income communities with their needs 
for safe drinking & domestic water use, school supplies, hospital equipment and a variety of 
other projects. The most recent project sponsored was supplying a Paramedics Ambulance to 
Sagar Club of D3040 in 2021 for a total cost of $57,425. The ambulance is to provide assistance 
to patients suffering fatal injuries, cardiac arrest and a variety of trauma cases. The ambulance 
service is estimated to save 200 to 500 lives a year.  Because we have a long association with 
D3040, not only in humanitarian projects but also in mutual exchanges like GSE and Friendship, 
we plan to have another Friendship Exchange with them. Moreover, D3040 has invited us to visit 
them. In the past also, D3040 has invited us and we visited them and had very memorable 
experiences. Similarly, their friendship team visited us and attended our district conference. We 
have a strong relationship and ties with District 3040.   
 
The Friendship Exchange with D3040 is a very rewarding experience. It will enable you to learn 
about India’s people, food, languages, customs, and history, it will broaden your international 
understanding.  It will also provide an opportunity to learn how a profession or business is 
carried out in India.  It will build lasting friendships, it can provide opportunities for active 
project involvement and support, it will help in finding partners for grants, you will also be a part 
of Rotarians and clubs in different locations in India. 
 



Exchange Schedule with District 3040         
District 3040 has invited us again to visit their clubs and projects (including Ambulance in 
service) and attend their upcoming District Conference on January 7 & 8 of 2023. The District 
Conference will be held at Agra, where, ranked number one of the Seven Wonders of the World, 
the Taj Mahal - a monument of incredible elegance and architectural perfection, is located. Of 
course, we surely will be visiting the Taj Mahal while attending a conference there. The Taj 
Mahal is located about half a mile from the conference venue.   
Here is a link to the hotel and convention center for your reference:   
  
Taj Hotel & Convention Centre, Agra (google.com) 
 
And here is the link to the Taj Mahal: 
 
Taj Mahal-Official Website of Taj Mahal, Government of Uttar Pradesh (India) 
 
Samples of Past Exchanges 
I have uploaded PowerPoint slides from our 2009 exchange as an example. Here is the link to the 
slides. 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nOYjpvDMMWOEFdeHdHnvbfgX02z2o0q9/edit?usp=sh
aring&ouid=103230121852066252311&rtpof=true&sd=true 
 
Also, I have uploaded a short video, about 16 minutes long, of the 2004 Friendship Exchange 
mixing with local Rotarians and villagers. 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15-4LPsoqpP-VSDcbbmk7-nCmr-8mNeJA/view?usp=sharing 
 
The above two links, as samples of past visits, will be available on the server until December 20. 
 
Friendship Exchange Plan 

 
We are planning to visit D3040 from January 5 to January 14, although you can make your visit 
longer or shorter, before or after the official dates. Flexibility is one of the most exciting aspects 
of this Friendship Exchange.  Participants may depart as early as January 4, or as late as January 
9, depending on their personal or work calendars. Participants can depart back home from India 
whatever date works for them. It’s very flexible. 
 
January is the best time to visit India. The only days we, as all group members, could be together 
on District 3040’s program are from January 5 to 14, 2023. I will be coordinating and arranging 
our visits within this duration with District 3040. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/jYfkCXDlL4cXk73Xh6QqkA?domain=google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NRWaCYEmWgFLjoPLSG0aBX?domain=tajmahal.gov.in
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/s4fQCZ6nYjI5Xny5fKg2A4?domain=docs.google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/s4fQCZ6nYjI5Xny5fKg2A4?domain=docs.google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ZXnHC1wNWRHMLwKMfXrlp1?domain=drive.google.com


Usually, Indian Rotary Districts hold a Polio Immunization Day in January.  If so, we may 
participate in the National Polio Immunization Day as well. Besides Rotary, we also plan to go 
sightseeing and visit many of the world's well known monuments, including the Taj Mahal. 
 
While visiting D3040, we will be staying with local Rotarians in their homes. There will be a 
few nights when we may be staying in hotels. Besides Agra, we may plan to visit Delhi and 
Jaipur before proceeding to D3040 jurisdiction. 
  
As soon as Rotarians in our district interested in participating in this exchange are identified, the 
final planning and scheduling of the trip will be done with the participants. Predeparture 
orientations will also be held.  
 
Considering the number of hosts required at each place of visit in District 3040, the Indian 
district has asked us to keep the team size of 5 couples or a combination of couples & singles, 
preferably not exceeding 10 individuals in total.   
 
Expenses   
The total expenses per person could vary anywhere from $2,500 to $4,000 depending upon how 
many places we plan to visit outside D 3040, which may require purchasing airline tickets and 
hotels, what travel class you prefer to travel in, food and entry fees to various monuments. Each 
one of us will be responsible for our own expenses. Each participant pays about $300 for District 
Conference registration, which includes the cost of staying two nights at the Taj Hotel venue. 
Currently, the economy airline ticket is around $1500 round trip in January. The current 
exchange rate is about Rupees 80 per US Dollar. I will guide you on buying airline tickets and 
paying registration fees online. No travel agency will be involved. 
 
Additional Expenses 
The following are additional expenses: 
Passport and / or Visa costs, small gift for the hosts, possible admission fees to tourist sites, 
which are very minimal and Immunization Costs 
 
 
Time Plan 
We hope to have our team assembled and the travel plan finalized by December 15, 2022. So 
please contact me, if interested or need more information, at your earliest convenience. I will 
help with applying for a Visa. The visa processing by the Indian Consulate may take about a 
week. 
 
For further information and if you are interested in participating in the group, please contact 
Surinder Sethi at home (309) 662-4050 or on mobile (309) 310-6187.  My e-mail is: 
surindersethi@hotmail.com. 
 

mailto:surindersethi@hotmail.com
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