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Wednesday, May 14, 2014 
Head Table: Don Rutledge & Marci Schneider 
Greeters:  John Burrill & Bill Caisley 
Lottery: Meghan Rogers & Cathy Milligan 
Program:  Birthday Auction & Congressman Rodney Davis 
 
May birthdays please bring a gift for the Birthday Auction 
 

Roger Weller 
Rob Glover 
Nancy Brokaw 
Carson Varner 
Larry Dietz 
Iris Varner 
John A. Bishop 

2 
3 
8 
18 
19 
21 
26  

 
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 
Head Table: Bill Semlak & Surinder Sethi 
Greeters:  Hank Campbell & Jim Carter 
Lottery: Stephanie McClellan & Elleke Mesdag 
Program:  Gary L. Olson – “Shelter Box Project” 
 

 
 

 
Club RI Contributions: 

$6,111 
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Editor: Becky Goeckner 

 

Today the reflection was given by Matt Riehl followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the first verse of 
America. Today’s program was the annual student scholarship awards luncheon. 
 
Announcements: 
There were no announcements today to make room for the scholarship presentations.   Instead, we were 
asked to include the following Reminders in the Spoke:  
 

¶ Next Week is the birthday auction. May birthdays please bring a gift to be auctioned off.  
 

¶ Pennies for Polio will be held on Friday, May 16th. Our club is to staff at two McDonald’s locations in 
Normal: the corner of Main & Hovey/Beaufort and Main & Raab Road. More volunteers are needed; 
if you are interested in volunteering see Mark Comadena.  

 

¶ The Memorial Day Parade is on Monday, May 26. Meet at 8:15am on the North side of the 
Coliseum for the 9:00am start. Wear khaki’s and your blue Rotary t-shirt.  

 

¶ District 6490 Night at the Corn Crib is on Friday, June 6. Gates open at 6:00pm. Game is at 
7:00pm. See Matt Riehl for tickets.  

 

http://nrcspoke.com/
http://www.normalrotary.org/
http://www.rotary6490.org/


¶ The next GSE exchange is to Denmark. Please go to the district website for an application to be a 
team leader or a participant.  

 

¶ The five club Rotary website is being developed at a cost of $55 per year per club.  
 

¶ Today there was no mystery host, no lottery, and no judge in order to make room for the 

scholarship program.  

Guests:  
Alan Chapman brought David Taylor, President and CEO of United Way, McLean County; Heather Dennis 
brought Samantha Meranda, Admissions Counselor at Illinois State University; and Stephanie McClellan 
brought Cindy Hall from AFNI  
 

   
Alan Chapman & David Taylor Samantha Meranda & Heather Dennis Stephanie McClellan & Cindy Hall 

 

Student Guest:  Rob Cranston introduced our exchange student from Brazil, Gabriel.   
 

Today’s Program: 
President Strassheim gave a warm welcome to our scholars, their family members, school 
administrators, guests and Rotarians. Alan Chapman gave us an over view of the scholarship program. 
Then members of our club introduced each of our scholars.  
 
Hank Campbell introduced Madison Rever from the Bloomington Area Career Center. Madison plans to 
attend Illinois College in the fall to study nursing.  
 
Cathy Milligan introduced Erin Roegner from Normal Community. Erin plans to attend University of 
Illinois in the fall to become a physician’s assistant.  
 

  
Hank Campbell & Madison Rever Erin Roegner & Cathy Milligan 

 
Ryan Fleming introduced Giles Roll also from Normal Community. Giles will be attending Elon University 
where he plans to study Business Finance with a minor in Entrepreneurship.  
 
Sara Coakley from Normal West was introduced by Rob Cranston. She will be attending Missouri State 
to study nursing.  



 

  
Ryan Fleming, Dale Strassheim & Giles Roll Dale Strassheim & Sara Coakley. 

 
Mark Comadena introduced Logan Wright, who is also from Normal West. Logan is planning to attend 
Olivet Nazarene in the fall to become a physician’s assistant and minor in dietetics.  
 
Linda Healey introduced Erin Sondgeroth. Erin is from University High School and will be studying pre-
med at University of Illinois at Chicago in the fall.  
 

  
Dale Strassheim, Logan Wright & Mark Comadena Dale Strassheim, Erin Sondgeroth & Linday Healy 

 
Administrators: Present at the scholarship luncheon were administrators from all four schools 
  

    
Peggy Arbuckle 

Bloomington Area Career 
Center 

David Johnson 
Normal Community West 

High School 

Dave Bollman 
Normal Community High 

School 

Steve Evans 
University High School 

 

Congratulations to all of our scholars, and thank you to their administrators and families for joining us 
today.  
 
Thought for the Day from Barbara J. Winter: “When you come to the edge of all the light you know and 
are about to step off into the darkness of the unknown, faith is knowing one of two things will happen – 
there will be something solid to stand on, or you will be taught to fly.”  
 



Calendar: 
May 14 - Congressman Rodney Davis, along with our Birthday auction 
May 16 – Pennies for Polio at local McDonald’s Restaurants 
May 21 - Gary L. Olson: “Shelter Box Project”.  He is with the Champaign/Urbana Sunrise Club 
May 26 – Memorial Day, Rotarians march in the parade 
May 28 - Doug Johnson, the current President of the Bloomington Rotary Club to talk about the Sugar  
               Creek Arts Festival 
June 4 - Club Business, Birthday Auction and we will hear from two students who were selected to attend  
              RYLA:  Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Program 
June 6 – Rotary Day at Corn Crib (Buy tickets by May 9) 
June 11 will be Rural-Urban Night at the Ropp farm -  No Noon Meeting 
Sept. 1-30 – Group Study Exchange to Denmark 
 

Rotary District 6490 Conference – May 3-4, 2014 
Photos by John A. Bishop 

 

   
Bayo Adanri Rob Cranston, Carol Ropp, Joe Mikulecky & Marcia 

Dennis 
Surinder Sethi 

 

    
Hank Campbell Jeremy High Gabriel from Brazil Ray Ropp 

 

 
 

Silent Auction featuring club baskets – ISU one in foreground was 
donated by our club 



District Awards Received at the Conference: 
Alan Chapman was inducted into the Rotary District 6490 Hall of Honor 
 
The Normal Rotary Club was recognized in Rotary’s Five Avenues of Service: vocational, youth, 
community, international and Club. 
 
The Normal Rotary Club received the Presidential Citation for achievements in membership growth, 
contributions to the Rotary International Foundation, and to the Family of Rotary. 
 
The club also received the Governor’s Award at the Gold Level. 
 

**************************************************************************************************************************** 

Additional Photos from 5-7-14 
 

  
Ron Pacha & Jeremy High 

Welcome Back Ron! 
Bill Semlak & Gordon Bidner 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Peggy Arbuckle from the Bloomington Area Career 
Center with Scholarship Winner Madison Rever, 
her mother and her great-aunt. 

 
 

The Normal Spoke is a publication of the Normal Rotary Club of Illinois - 
P.O. Box 333, Normal, IL   61761 
Editorial Staff:  Jim Carter, Art Drake, and Becky Goeckner 
Meetings are held Wednesdays at noon in the Circus Room or Old Main 
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Officers 2013-2014: 
 President - Dale Strassheim (spouse: Carol) 
24843 Nighthawk Road 
Hudson, Illinois 61748 
E-mail: dstrassheim@thebabyfold.org 
Work phone: 1-309-451-7201 
Home phone: 1-309-726-2468 
 
President Elect – Mark Comadena (spouse: Pamela) 
208 S. Bone Drive  
Normal, Illinois 61761 
E-mail: mecomad@ilstu.edu             
Phone: 1-309- 826-3961.   
 
Vice President – Andy Copenhaver – (spouse: Jill)  
4 Brownstone Court 
Bloomington, IL 61704 
Cell:1- 309-830-1525 

Directors: 
Club Administration – Stephanie McClellan (spouse : Tad) 
1002 Drayton Street 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
E-mail : stephanie.mcclellan@commercebank.com 
Work phone : 1-309-823-7398 
Home phone : 1-309-451-5749 
Cell phone : 1-309-275-5214 
 
Rotary Foundation & International Projects – Ann Haugo 
(spouse: Steve Pelphrey) 
104 Kite Court 
LeRoy, Illinois 61752 
E-mail : ahaugo@ilstu.edu 
Work phone : 1-309-438-3955 
Home phone : 1-309-962-9225 
 
Community Concerns – Matt Riehl (spouse : Betsy) 
11 Fiddlestix Court 
Bloomington, Illinois 618705 
E-mail : mriehle14@hotmail.com 
Work phone : 1-309-888-5380 
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E-mail: Andy.copenhaver@gmail.com 
 
Secretary—Jeremy High - (spouse: Alicia) 
1208 Janet Drive 
Bloomington, Illinois 61704 
E-mail: jeremychigh@yahoo.com 
Work phone: 1- 309-531-0776 
Home phone: 1-309-808-1962 
 
Treasurer - Rod Weigelmann (spouse: Brenda) 
2605 Blarney Stone Lane                                                                    
Bloomington, Illinois   61704  
E-mail: r.weigelmann@comcast.net 
Work phone: 1-309- 663-4962  
Home phone: 1-309-664-0818 
 
Sergeant At Arms- Hank Campbell (spouse: Mary) 
2319 Mabel Road                                                                                   
Normal, Illinois 61761 
E-mail : hlcampb@ilstu.edu 
Home phone : 1-309-530-5134 
 
Past-President -  Art Drake (spouse: Jan) 
42 Inglewood                                   
Bloomington, Illinois 61704 
E-mail: ardra345@hotmail.com 
Home phone: 1-309-242-5125  

Home phone : 1-309-287-2306 
 
Publicity – Marci Schneider 
1905 Garling Drive 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
E-mail : mschneider@cancercenter.org 
Work phone : 1-309-825-0040 
Home phone : 1-309-451-2241 
 
Assistant Governor: Susan Hoover 
Home phone: 1-309-888-4810 
E-mail:  cjsghoover@yahoo.com 
 
District 6490 Governor - Larry Pennie (spouse: Arlene)                       
1902 Quail Run Ct. 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
E-mail: pennierotary@comcast.net 
Home phone: 1-309-452-3696 
Cell phone: 1- 309-530-8124 
 

 

Rotary International President 
2013-2014 

Ron D. Burton 

 

 

Members: Dennis, Marcia  PHF*  HH DNRY DHH Jontry, Mark PHF Runyon, Art   PHF*  HH  

Adanri, Bayo   PHF*  HH Dietz, Larry PHF Koos, Chris   HM Rutledge, Don   PHF*  HH 

Alexander, Kathy PHF*  HH Drake, Art PHF Kouba, Andrew Schneider, Marci PHF 

Anderson, Todd PHF Dude, Ralph   PHF* HH DRY Kukla, Cynthia   PHF Schultz, Mel   PHF  HH 

Bergethon, Bruce   PHF*  HH Dunlap, Mark Larkin, Erica Semlak, Bill   PHF* 

Bidner, Gordon   PHF* PHS MD 
BS GWRY HH 

Fleming, Ryan  Lindsay, Jeff Sethi, Surinder  PHF* PHS  HH DHH DRY 

Bishop, John A. PHF* Gentry, Connie   PHF  HH Matsler, Frank   PHF*  Sherman, Mark   PHF*  HH 

Bishop, John E. PHF Glover, Rob   PHF McClellan, Stephanie B. Smith, Kevin   PHF 

Brokaw, Nancy   PHF* Goeckner, Becky   PHF* HH Mesdag, Elleke   PHF* Springer, Ron, PHF* 

Brown-Nielsen, Dayna PHF Gudeman, Gene   PHF* HH Milligan, Cathy Strassheim, Dale   PHF*  

Burrill, John   PHF* Hardman, Jeremy Naik, Vandana   PHF* Tanton, Ed   PHF* 

Caisley, Bill   PHF* HH Haugo, Ann PHF Pacha, Ron   PHF*  HH Timmerman, Ron   PHF*  HH 

Campbell, Hank PHF Healy, Linda   PHF* Puri, Satish Varner, Carson   PHF* 

Carter, Jim   PHF* PHS  HH 
GWRY 

Henry, Lindsey Radhakrishnan, Radha   PHF* 
PHS 

Varner, Iris   PHF* 

Chambers, Jason PHF High, Jeremy PHF Raper, Lyle   PHF*  HH Wagner, Dick  PHF*  PHS  MD  BS  HH 
DHH 

Chapman, Alan  PHF* PHS 
GWRY 

Houchin, Michelle PHF Reitan, Carol   PHF* Wagner, Heather (Beal) 

Comadena, Mark PHF Houska, George  PHF* HH Riehle, Matt Ward, Robert   PHF* 

Copenhaver, Andy PHF Howell, Gene   PHF* Rogers, Meghan PHF Weigelmann, Rod   PHF 
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Hoyt, Whitney Ropp, Gordon   PHF* HH Weller, Roger PHF 

Dennis, Heather Hunt, Robert  PHF* Ropp, Ray   PHF*  HH DHH Wilz, Jack   PHF*  HH DHH 

 Jontry, Gene   PHF* HH Rosenlund, Jim Zimmerman, Drake  PHF* PHS MD  BS 
HH  DHH 

    
PHF – Paul Harris Fellow    
HH – Hall of Honor                 
PHF* - Paul Harris  Fellow/Stone  
PHS – Paul Harris Society   

DHH - District Hall of Honor 
HM – Honorary Member          
MD – Major Donors  

DNRY- District New Rotarian of the 

Year 
 

BS – Bequest Society Member 
DRY-District Rotarian of the Year 
GWRY – George Wolf Rotarian of the Year 
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